Broadcast Journalism
Mr. Adam Sheppard

Adam.Sheppard@apsva.us  

703-228-2800 ext. 98234
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Welcome
Welcome back to school, and to Broadcast Journalism.  During the course of this year, you will be introduced to a number of technical and non-technical skills, including writing, directing, and hands-on camera and studio skills such as lighting, sound and editing. Class projects will include both news-oriented material and creative assignments. 
Course Objectives

•
Students will understand the ethics that go along with journalism and news production.
•
Students will master the on-camera interview, both in the field and in studio.
•
Students will learn the basic operation of a video camera, as well as the basic concepts of lighting and sound for video production.
•
Students will learn how to edit news stories using video production software.

•
Students will create projects unrelated to news (commercial spots, music videos, PSAs, promotional pieces, and graphical introductions and transitions, etc.).
•  Students will participate in county-wide competitions and programs
Expectations

-Students will first and foremost abide by Yorktown High School rules.  

-R.O.C.S. – Students will continue to follow the guidelines of respect that are emphasized throughout the school.  These ideals are to Respect Others, Community, and Self.

 “The Dailies”

The Dailies is seen as a collective; furthermore, the actions of an individual do not only reflect on him or her, but on everyone in this class, as well as faculty, administration, and the school as a whole.  As such, any purposeful, inappropriate content, or unapproved content that airs will result in a penalty in the grades of all students in the class, with the individual responsible being penalized more severely.  Everyone in the class is responsible for everything that airs, every day, and will be held as such. Each day we are also responsible for updating the scrolling announcements that run throughout the school building. It is the class responsibility to make sure that all daily roles are covered; any day where a position is not filled will result in a grading penalty for all students. 
Broadcast Journalism
In addition to the Dailies, we will be partnering with the Sentry in producing video content for the digital editions of the newspaper.  It will be our responsibility to create supporting content for the stories that the newspaper is producing; if the video produced is not up to necessary standards, students involved will not receive credit for said video. 
Assessment
Students are assessed on their daily accountability, involvement in the Dailies, video production, class projects, and also on the quality of video production. Every day, students are expected to be working on a project, be it assigned, original, or the Dailies themselves.  Students will be expected to produce videos on a regular basis; for every multi-week block, each student must participate in multiple productions, of which some must be included both the Dailies, and independent videos.   
Attendance/Punctuality

Attendance and Punctuality are especially critical in this class. We are working as a team, so you are expected to be present every class period in order to provide and receive help from your fellow classmates. The beginning of class is an important time to come together in order to complete all tasks that need to be done each day. Being late for class may result in you being removed from your duties for the day, furthermore receiving zero credit for that work and that day, damaging your grade.
Deadlines

If we do not finish our work on time, it reflects poorly on our class and on the school. Therefore, you must meet all deadlines; your success in this class depends upon it.  Additionally, not meeting our daily deadline will result in receiving zero credit for that work and that day.
Grading:
	APS GRADING SCALE 

	Letter Grade
	Percentages
	Quality Points
	AP & IB 

Quality Points

	       A
	90-100
	4.0
	5.0

	       B+
	87-89
	3.5
	4.5

	       B
	80-86
	3.0
	4.0

	       C+
	77-79
	2.5
	3.5

	       C
	70-76
	2.0
	3.0

	       D+
	67-69
	1.5
	2.5

	       D
	60-66
	1.0
	2.0

	       E
	0-59
	0.0
	0.0


-  In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be evaluated for each course using the following symbols:
   + -  Surpasses Expectations
   # -  Meets Expectations

   ^  -  Approaching Expectations

   N -  Needs Improvement
-Quarterly grades will round up when the   percentage is .5 or higher.

-Homework can be no more than 15% of the student’s grade.
Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  Quarterly grades will be calculated through total points, not weighted scores.
Final Exam

There will not be a formal final exam, but all students will be expected to produce a final project which will be discussed later in the year.
Posting Grades Online

Grades can be accessed online via StudentVue.  Grades will be updated by Tuesday morning.  
Thinking Outside Your Circle

As the broadcast staff, you have the responsibility of meeting the needs of close to 2000 students. Ideally, we want to capture important news from around the school. In order to do this, you need to be committed to reaching outside of your personal social circle. The programming that you create should be aimed not just at your group of friends, and not even just the student body, but rather the entire community – inside and outside of the building.
Attitude

Working in broadcast journalism can be both rewarding and stressful, but keeping upbeat and showing kindness to other students, staff members, and other members of the community can help our class to run smoothly. Any lack of professionalism will not be tolerated.
How Do I Receive an “A” In This Class?

Follow the expectations of the class: Come to class prepared every day on time. Respect everyone and everything in the classroom and studio. Complete your work on time and to your best ability. Be honest in everything you do. If you meet all of these criteria, the rest will take care of itself.

I am very excited for this year, and am here to help in any way I can – please reach out if you have any questions or issues at any time. I truly hope that at the end of this year you will feel that you have been successful in this class.





Sincerely,
-Mr. Sheppard
By signing this form I acknowledge that I have read this syllabus completely and understand all that it says.

Student Name:_______________________

Student Signature:______________________                           Date:_____________

Parent/Guardian Name:______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________           Date:_____________

Parent Phone number(s)

Home: _______________________     

Work: _______________________     

Cell: _______________________     

Parent Email:________________________________________          

If necessary, which is the best way to reach you? (please circle one)

Phone-Home             Phone-Work                     Phone-Cell                  Email

