English 10 Intensified
Mr. Adam Sheppard

Adam.Sheppard@apsva.us  

703-228-2800 ext. 98234
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Welcome back to school, and to English 10 Intensified.  During the course of this year we will work on improving our writing skills, our reading acumen, and our vocabulary.  We will be working towards advancing our writing skills past those of last year, and towards increasing our ability to express ourselves via the written word.  In regards to literature, our focus this year will be on the role of the Individual in Society. We will address this concept through a variety of texts, including but not limited to George Orwell’s 1984, J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye, and the works of William Shakespeare.  In reading these texts we will be viewing them through various critical lenses as well as addressing authorial intent.
Expectations

Students will first and foremost abide by Yorktown High School rules; these rules govern most basic issues such as use of electronics and cell phones, as well as dress code.  

R.O.C.S. – Students will continue to follow the guidelines of respect that are emphasized throughout the school.  These ideals are to Respect Others, Community, and Self.

Students will be prepared for class.  In addition to attending class, students should be prepared when doing so.  Students should have with them the following:

-writing utensils – pen or pencil is allowed, however sometimes one or the other will be required.  Blue or black ink is preferred, while red will not be permitted.

-something on which to take notes – many students may choose to take notes on their macbooks, but something with paper for hard copy assignments is needed as well.

-something in which to keep handouts and assignments – this may be something like a folder, or a binder. Using something for note taking that can also store papers then that will suffice.

-macbook air – we will make use of the macbooks often, so please make sure it is charged.
Students will “Show Up” – while the above are important, “showing up” includes more than this. Students need to be in attendance, willing to participate, be a member of the class, a part of discussions, and have an open mind to what we are doing. 
Attendance Policy

Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared to participate. All absences must be cleared through the Attendance Office. A tardy is considered unexcused unless a valid pass is presented to the teacher upon arrival to class. Disciplinary action will be taken in the case of repeated tardiness. If you are absent, any work due the day you missed is expected to be turned in on the day your return; if the absence is excused, you will have the same amount of time to complete work assigned on the day of your absence as the rest of the class.
Late Work

All work must be submitted at the beginning of the class period when it is due unless otherwise noted.  Work may be turned in late for diminished credit; work turned in one class period late will be given 90% credit; work turned two class periods late will be given 75% credit; all other late work will receive 60% credit. Major projects may have different circumstances which will be clearly elaborated on at that time. Exceptional circumstances may be taken into consideration.

Posting Assignments and Grades Online

All agendas and assignments will be listed online via the Yorktown home page. Additionally, many assignmets will be completed using Google Classroom/Canvas. Grades can be accessed online via StudentVue.  Whenever possible, grades will be updated by Tuesday afternoons.  All major assignments will be posted to my website via Yorktown’s website.
Grading:
	APS GRADING SCALE 

	Letter Grade
	Percentages
	Quality Points
	AP & IB 

Quality Points

	       A
	90-100
	4.0
	5.0

	       B+
	87-89
	3.5
	4.5

	       B
	80-86
	3.0
	4.0

	       C+
	77-79
	2.5
	3.5

	       C
	70-76
	2.0
	3.0

	       D+
	67-69
	1.5
	2.5

	       D
	60-66
	1.0
	2.0

	       E
	0-59
	0.0
	0.0


-  In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be evaluated for each course using the following symbols:
   +   Surpasses Expectations
   #   Meets Expectations

   ^   Approaching Expectations

   N  Needs Improvement

-  Quarterly grades will round up when the   percentage is .5 or higher.
-  Homework can be no more than 15% of the student’s grade.

Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  Quarterly grades will be calculated through total points, not weighted scores.
Final Exam

The final exam will be cumulative (covering material from all 4 quarters) and will be factored as 1/10 of your final grade.  Students earning a grade of an A for each of the four quarters may be exempted from the final exam at the teacher’s discretion; special circumstances may be taken into consideration.
Written Work Format

All written work, unless otherwise specified by the teacher, must be word-processed using Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced. As writing for this course requires the use of textual references, students are required to use the correct MLA [Modern Language Association] format.
Independent Reading

APS English Language Arts teachers support independent reading as part of the curriculum for all students beyond the anchor texts.  We encourage parents to be mindful of their child's selections.
Extra Help

I am available most days after school; contact me ahead of time to ensure my availability. 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the act of using others’ ideas or writing without giving credit. APS English Language Arts teachers believe there is power in authentic writing. ANY ACT of plagiarism will impact all parties included. You may NOT:

-Copy another’s work (including homework), whole or in part, published or unpublished

-Cut and paste from a few resources, bridging gaps with your own words

-Copy and then change some of the words or the order of words

-Copy an idea/insight and claim it as your own or imply that it was yours

-Fail to give credit to sources of information, opinion or phraseology

Assignments may be submitted to Unicheck for review. A first offense will result in a zero on the assignment for all involved students, while a second offense will result in a zero on the assignment and referral to the appropriate dean. There will be no opportunity to rewrite the assignment in the case of plagiarism. 
I am very excited for this year, and am here to help in any way I can – please reach out if you have any questions or issues at any time. I truly hope that at the end of this year you will feel that you have been successful in my class.







Sincerely,







-Mr. Sheppard
By signing this form I acknowledge that I have read this syllabus completely and understand all that it says.

Student Name:_______________________

Student Signature:______________________                           Date:_____________

Parent/Guardian Name:______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:_______________________           Date:_____________

Parent Phone number(s)

Home: _______________________     

Work: _______________________     

Cell: _______________________     

Parent Email:________________________________________          

If necessary, which is the best way to reach you? (please circle one)

Phone-Home             Phone-Work                     Phone-Cell                  Email

