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Program of Studies Course Description/ Overview Provided by APS: 
The English Language and Composition, AP course is designed to help students become skilled readers of 
prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who 
can compose for a variety of purposes. Students will become aware of the interactions among a writer’s 
purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of 
language contribute to effective writing. Students are required to take the AP exam associated with this 
course. Students not taking the exam will not earn the additional quality point. 
 
 
General Learning Objectives Provided by the College Board: 
Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, then, students should be able to: 

● analyze and interpret samples of purposeful writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of 
rhetorical strategies; 

● analyze images and other multimodal texts for rhetorical features; 
● use effective rhetorical strategies and techniques when composing;  
● write for a variety of purposes; 
● respond to different writing tasks according to their unique rhetorical and composition demands, 

and translate that rhetorical assessment into a plan for writing;  
● create and sustain original arguments based on information synthesized from readings, research, 

and/or personal observation and experience; 
● evaluate and incorporate sources into researched arguments; 
● demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; 
● gain control over various reading and writing processes, with careful attention to inquiry 

(research), rhetorical analysis and synthesis of sources, drafting, revising/ rereading, editing, and 
review; 

● converse and write reflectively about personal processes of composition; 
● demonstrate understanding and control of Standard Written English as well as stylistic maturity in 

their own writing; 
● revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience. 

 
 
 
Grade Weighting:  
 

Category Percentage of Quarter Grade  

Writing 40% 

Projects 30% 

Classwork 15% 

Homework 15% 
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Types of Summative and Formative Assessments to Assess Student Learning:  
Out-of-Class Essays: The composition of essays will include, but not be limited to, outlining, drafting, self 
and peer review/ reflection, and final drafting. All written work (other than in-class timed essays) must be 
typed, using Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced. As writing for this course requires the use of 
textual references, students are required to use the correct and most recent (Modern Language Association) 
MLA format in the introduction of quotations and internal citations, as well as Works Cited. MLA format 
must also be used for paper formatting. If students are unsure of the correct format, they may use the 
following link: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/11/. These will include a position essay and 
research project. Out of class essays comprise a component of the projects grade.  
 
In-class Essays: As an AP student, you will be required to compose out-of-class essays as well as in-class 
essays. The emphasis in this class will be on refining and polishing your writing with attention to a more 
mature usage of diction, syntax, tone and audience in order to achieve a more mature, sophisticated writing 
style. Effective writing at this level yields minimal errors in mechanics, grammar, and punctuation. Student 
reflection and revision will be employed. These in-class essays include synthesis, analysis, and argument. 
In class essays comprise a component of the writing grade.  
 
Direct Reading and Writing: Purposeful reading, writing and use of evidence is an integral part of this 
course. Each week leading up to the AP exam for this course, students will bring in an article related to an 
arguable subject of their choice. They will provide a written reflection and summary with evidence on the 
article. Upon the end of the quarter, students will respond to an argument prompt employing their weekly 
responses. The weekly responses will comprise a component of the classwork grade. The argument prompt 
will comprise a component of the writing grade.  
 
Discussion Items: Students will read selections and respond to thematic elements through inquiry, 
quotation, interpretation, and vocabulary. Group discussion will include thematic discussion of texts; 
discussion will conclude with student reflection. Discussion item completion and reflection will comprise a 
component of the homework grade.  
 
Journals: Each day that a journal prompt (quote or visual image) is posted on the board, students will 
reflect on the quote or graphic, interpret it, and relate it to texts discussed in class. If a student is absent or 
does not complete the prompt in class, prompts are posted to Canvas. Journals will be checked once to 
twice a quarter, and they will comprise a component of the writing grade.  
 
Final Project: All students will complete the final project; there are no exemptions to the final project as it 
is an integral part of the learning in this course. The final course grade is calculated based on quality points; 
the four quarters plus the final project count as equal 20%, or ⅕, of the student’s course grade.  
 
Other Activities: 
APS English Language Arts teachers support independent reading as part of the curriculum for all students 
beyond the anchor texts.  We encourage parents to be mindful of their child's selections.  
 
Extra Credit: 
Extra credit may be offered at various points throughout the school year. To earn extra credit, all work must 
be turned in by the deadlines. 
 
Teacher Assistance: 
Students are invited to seek assistance and insight from the teacher before school (7am-8am), during Patriot 
Period, during a student’s lunch period, and after school (3:01 pm-3:30pm).  
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Plagiarism and Copying of Another’s Work: 
Plagiarism is the act of using others’ ideas or writing without giving credit. APS English Language Arts 
teachers believe there is power in authentic writing. Assignments may be submitted to Unicheck for review. 
Plagiarized assignments may earn a zero. Repeated incidents of plagiarism will be brought to the attention 
of the appropriate assistant principal. 
 
 
Late Work Policy:  
All student work has a due date and a deadline. The due date is the date work is to be turned in and 
completed. The deadline is the date upon which the work will no longer be accepted. The deadline is five 
school days past the due date. Students with extended excused absences, accommodations, or other 
circumstances are to coordinate proactively with the teacher.  
 
 
APS Grading Policy:  
-Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  
-In addition to achievement, work habits as noted in the report card comments will be evaluated for each 
course using the following symbols: 

+ - Surpasses Expectations 
# - Meets Expectations 
^ - Approaches Expectations 
N - Needs Improvement  

-The final grade is required to be calculated using the quality points and not the percentages, letter grades, 
number or point systems. 

APS Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentages Quality Points AP & IB 
Quality Points 

A 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100 4.0 5.0 

  B+ 87, 88, 89 3.5 4.5 

B 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 3.0 4.0 

  C+ 77, 78, 79 2.5 3.5 

C 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 2.0 3.0 

  D+ 67, 68, 69 1.5 2.5 

D 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 1.0 2.0 

E 0-59 0.0 0.0 

 
 
Attendance Policy: 
Students who do not come to class will receive an absence. If a student is not in his or her seat when the 
bell rings, he or she will be marked tardy.  Absences are considered unexcused until they are excused 
through the Attendance Office. The Attendance Office will confirm attendance on field trips. A tardy is 
considered unexcused unless a valid pass is presented to the teacher upon arrival to class.  
 
 
 



Classroom Expectations:  
Classroom expectations are designed to reflect the classroom as a learning space and to be honored as 
such.  
1. Be respectful of all individuals, including oneself. Tolerance of others’ ideas, including those of peers, 
authors, and critics, is expected. Diligence and a positive attitude are required. 
2. Cell phone use is prohibited in the instructional space. Upon entry to the classroom, students are required 
to place cell phones in the cell phone holder, to be collected upon the ringing of the bell to indicate the end 
of class. Students found using cell phones, or such devices (ipods, iwatches, etc.), will have those devices 
turned over to the appropriate administrator. Laptops, ipads, tablets, and such devices are to only be used 
for instructional purposes; misuse of such devices will result in the devices being turned over to the 
appropriate administrator.  
3. Students are required to use the restroom and get water prior to entering the classroom. Unless the case 
of an emergency or identified accommodation, once students have entered the classroom, they will be 
required to remain until the ringing of the bell to indicate the end of class. All other reasons to leave class 
require a signed teacher pass.  
 
 
Required Supplies:  

● composition notebook (for journal; to be kept in class)  
● TWO two-pocket folders: a) for Direct Reading and Writing; b) for other handouts 

*Students are required to bring both folders each day to class.  
 
Highly Recommended Supplies:  

● Each student is asked to contribute a box of tissues for classroom use. 
● agenda 
● loose leaf paper 
● #2 pencils 
● blue and/or black pens 
● one or two purple, green, or red pens 
● Post-Its notes 

 
 
Reading Materials:  
Students are expected to keep track of all YHS issued books. As this is an AP course, students are 
recommended, but not required, to acquire personal copies of texts for annotation purposes, but Post-Its can 
certainly be used for annotation purposes. Most assignments, handouts, etc. are posted on Canvas.  
 
 
Year in View:  
A “Quarterly Overview,” posted to Canvas and distributed to students, will be provided at the start of each 
quarter; be cognizant that it may change due to class meetings, assemblies, snow days, etc. 
Week 1 In Cold Blood, read, annotate, analyze  

Diagnostic Multiple Choice 
Diagnostic Analysis Prompt (PASTA: Purpose, Audience, Subject, Tone, Author’s 
Bias) 

Week 2 In Cold Blood read, annotate, analyze 
Position Essay assigned; outline due 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 3 In Cold Blood read, annotate, analyze  
Direct Reading and Writing 

Week 4  In Cold Blood practice AP multiple choice questions; film reading—selected scenes  
Position Essay Rough Draft 
Direct Reading and Writing  



Week 5 Into the Wild read, annotate, analyze 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 6 Into the Wild read, annotate, analyze  
Position Essay Final Draft  
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 7 Into the Wild read, annotate, analyze 
Henry David Thoreau’s “Where I Lived and What I Lived For,” Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s “Self-Reliance” 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 8 “Lars Eighner’s “On Dumpster Diving” --read, annotate, double entry journal 
Paired Analysis Prompt on Self-Reliance 
Direct Reading and Writing Prompt 1 

Week 9 Into the Wild film reading--selected scenes 
Week 10 The Things They Carried, read, annotate, analyze 

“Inside the Vietnam War” documentary film reading--selected scenes 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 11 The Things They Carried read, annotate, analyze 
 “Inside the Vietnam War” documentary film reading--selected scenes 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 12 The Things They Carried read, annotate, analyze 
The Things They Carried AP practice multiple choice 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 13 The Things They Carried read, annotate, analyze 
“Inside the Vietnam War” documentary film reading--selected scenes 

Week 14 E.B. White’s “Once More to the Lake,” N. Scott Momaday’s “The Way to Rainy 
Mountain” read, annotate, double entry journal, argument prompt on memory 
Their Eyes Were Watching God read, annotate, analyze 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 15  Their Eyes Were Watching God read, annotate, analyze 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 16 Their Eyes Were Watching God  read, annotate, analyze  
Research Project assigned 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 17 Research Project Proposal 
Frederick Douglass’ “Learning to Read and Write,” Malcolm X’s “Learning to 
Read,” Sherman Alexie’s “The Joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and Me” read, 
annotate, double entry journal, practice AP multiple choice questions 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 18 Research Project—Read and research 
Round Robin Argument Prompt on Education 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 19 Research Project—Read and research 
Their Eyes Were Watching God  film reading--selected scenes 
Direct Reading and Writing Prompt 2 

Week 20 Research Project—Read and research 
Of Mice and Men read, annotate, and analyze 
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 21 Research Project Annotated Bibliography  
Of Mice and Men Paired Analysis Prompt, Practice AP Multiple Choice Questions  
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 22 Research Project Notes and Quotes 
Of Mice and Men film reading--selected scenes                 Direct Reading and Writing  



Week 23 Research Project Rough Draft  
The Great Gatsby read, annotated, and analyze  
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 24 Research Project Peer Review 
The Great Gatsby read, annotated, and analyze  
Direct Reading and Writing  

Week 25 F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “Winter Dreams”—double entry journal 
Analyzing Visual Texts as Argument: “The Great GAPsby”  
Gatsby Synthesis Prompt  
EOC Writing SOL Test 

Week 26 Research Project Final Draft 
Research Project Presentations 

Week 27 Research Project Presentations  
Week 28 The Great Gatsby film reading--selected scenes 

Direct Reading and Writing Prompt 3 
Week 29 A Raisin in the Sun read, annotate, and analyze 
Week 30 A Raisin in the Sun read, annotate, and analyze; practice AP multiple choice 
Week 31 What to Expect on the AP Exam  

Review for the AP Exam: Zora Neale Hurston’s “How it Feels to Be Colored Me” 
read, annotate, double entry journal, rhetorical analysis prompt, practice AP multiple 
choice questions 

Week 32 Review for the AP Exam: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail” read, annotate, double entry journal, argument prompt, practice AP multiple 
choice questions 

Week 33 Review for the AP Exam: Synthesis Prompt—“The Dumbest Generation,” analyze 
and annotate sources; review sample essays 

Week 34 AP EXAM 
A Raisin in the Sun film reading--selected scenes 

Week 35 College Essay 
Week 36 Dead Poets Society film reading; “O, Captain, My Captain,” “Gettysburg Address”  

EOC Reading SOL Test 
Week 37 Final Project  
Week 38 Final Project  
Week 39 Final Project  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition Course of Studies Syllabus 
Student and Parent/ Guardian Agreement 

 
This is to be signed and returned along with the required supplies by the end of the first week of school.  
Keep the syllabus in the front pocket of your handouts folder. 
 
I have read and understood the contents of this syllabus.  
 
PARENTS, SIGNATURE ALSO INDICATES PERMISSION FOR YOUR CHILD TO VIEW THE 
AFOREMENTIONED SCENES FROM THE FILMS IDENTIFIED ABOVE.  
 
Student name:__________________________________ 

Student signature:_______________________________ Date:_______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian name:___________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature:________________________ Date:_______________________________ 


