
AP European History Recommended Summer 2017 Assignment 
Yorktown High School – Mr. McArthur  

     

     

The following assignment is recommended for you to get a head start before the new school year begins.  

It is not required to be completed by the first day, per the school guidelines for summer assignments. AP 

European History is a college-level course and we will jump right into the curriculum the first week of 

school.  You may want to begin reading the book over the summer break and you will need to obtain a 

copy by the first week of school.  It will be used as supplementary reading during first quarter and you 

will have written assignments that correspond the book.  It is suggested that you take notes as you read 

or mark pages with Post-it tabs.  
     

- Niccoló Machiavelli, The Prince  

     
The purpose of this assignment is to read and analyze one of the most important books ever written on politics. 

It can be a difficult read that requires some thought/reflection and will be discussed in class during a seminar 

in September.  It is required reading in many AP European History courses.  It provides a basis for the 

foundation of modern diplomacy and European political systems.  Most copies of the book are about 80 pages.  
     
This classic in political thought of the Renaissance must be read in its entirety.  An inexpensive recommended 

version of the book is:  

     
The Prince, Penguin Classics, translated with notes by George Bull, 1999. (ISBN 0-140-44915-9)  

     
If you prefer to read it online, the entire text of The Prince is linked on Mr. McArthur’s website.  Click on AP 

European History and it is the second link, or go to this website for the direct link:  

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1232/1232-h/1232-h.htm  

     

The Yorktown Library has a few copies available for you to check out over the summer (if you want to do this 

you can do so before school gets out in June).    
     

You can check out books to read over the summer from the Yorktown Library in June.  If you wish to 

purchase this book, Amazon and Barnes and Noble both have fairly cheep copies avaliable.  Mr.  

McArthur has some copies available for check out over the summer as well (see him in Room 244 during 

4th or 6th period, Patriot Period or after school until June 22nd).   

     
If you have any questions or issues during the summer, feel free to e-mail Mr. McArthur 

at steven.mcarthur@apsva.us.  I look forward to meeting you and having you in my class!  


