
YORKTOWN HIGH SCHOOL     AP World Optional Summer Assignment 
 

 
Dear Future AP World History Student, 
 

Greetings from your future teachers!  In a few short months, you will be taking Advanced Placement World 
History!  As we complete this school year, we’re already thinking about next year - hopefully you are, too!  This summer 
is a good opportunity to begin thinking about and preparing for the course.  Before we explain, we would like to tell you 
a little bit about the AP World History course since, for many of you, this will be your first AP class and students often 
arrive on the first day of school with a few misconceptions. 

 
AP World History is fun, but very challenging.  The time span runs from 8000 BCE to the present day.  This 

means we will cover a HUGE amount of information, skills and areas of the world in a relatively short amount of time.  
You will be taking the AP exam in May, consisting of 70 multiple choice questions and three essay questions.  We know 
the prospect of spending hours taking the AP exam might sound daunting now, but it means you can earn a quality point 
on your GPA, be more prepared for college, and, possibly, earn college credit.  What makes this class difficult at times 
during the school year is that there is A LOT of reading and we move at a pretty rapid pace so you really have to 
maintain your focus and level of effort.  You must be organized and manage your time well too and be proactive when 
you have questions. 

 
Recommended Summer Assignment: 

 
In order to introduce you to the World History themes we will explore this year, we have developed an optional 

but highly recommended summer assignment.  Completing this assignment will also earn you a grade bonus during the 
first quarter.  We recommend you begin reading as soon as possible; this will be due during the first week of school in 
September. 

 
For this assignment, you will choose one of the recommended books, below, and prepare a dialectical journal, 

also described below.  Each of the following books was selected because it is very engaging, offers an alternative 
historical perspective, and is widely available at public libraries and bookstores.  Any of them will give you a head start 
on learning the themes AP World History and introduce you to the events, ideas, and people we will investigate next year 
so pick whichever one (or more!!) is most intriguing to you. 

 
Recommended texts: 
 
1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus, by Charles C. Mann 

1491 is not so much the story of a year, as of what that year stands for: the long-debated (and often-dismissed) 
question of what human civilization in the Americas was like before the Europeans crashed the party. 

Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World, by Jack Weatherford 
The Mongol army led by Genghis Khan subjugated more lands and people in twenty-five years than the Romans 
did in four hundred.  From the story of his rise through the tribal culture to the explosion of civilization that the 
Mongol Empire unleashed, this brilliant work of revisionist history is nothing less than the epic story of how the 
modern world was made. 

Destiny Disrupted: A History of the World Through Islamic Eyes, by Tamin Ansary 
In Destiny Disrupted, Tamim Ansary tells the rich story of world history as the Islamic world saw it, from the 
time of Mohammed to the fall of the Ottoman Empire and beyond.  

A History of the World in Six Glasses, by Tom Standage 
A History of the World in 6 Glasses tells the story of humanity from the Stone Age to the 21st century through the 
lens of beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, and cola.  

 
	 	



 
 

Dialectical Journal Instructions 
 

What is a Dialectical Journal? A dialectical journal is another name for a double-entry journal or a reader-response 
journal. A dialectical journal is a journal that records a dialogue, or conversation between the ideas in the text (the words 
that you are reading) and the ideas of the reader (the person who is doing the reading). This is what you must do in your 
journal-keep a dialogue with yourself, recording your thoughts, questions, insights, and ideas while you read. Your journal 
must either be a composition notebook or a spiral-bound notebook.    
 
How Do I Keep A Dialectical Journal? Your journal will use a two-entry form:  

∙ First, fold the page in half.  
∙ In the LEFT COLUMN, write down short quotes from the books and articles.  See 

below for examples of what should go in this colum.  You should have at least two quotes 
from each chapter.  Don’t forget a page number. 
∙ In the RIGHT COLUMN, write down YOUR OWN thoughts, commentary, and questions 

about the information in the LEFT COLUMN.  It is important that you RESPOND to the book, not 
merely summarize it.  This should be the focus on your writing. 

 
Paragraphs and quotes from the book Page # Your thoughts, comments and questions related to 

the paragraphs and quotes 
● Details that seem important to you 
● Something significant about a 

historical figure 
● Patterns or themes you recognize 
● Something that challenges previously 

learned knowledge 
 
You should have at least two quotes 
from each chapter. 

 ● Raise questions about the beliefs and values 
implied in the text 

● Give your personal reactions to the passage, 
the characters, the situation 

● Compare the text to others 
● Argue with the interpretation or the text 
● Make connections to themes/events/figures 

that are revelant to you  
● Questions you still have 

 
We look forward to meeting you in the months ahead.  If you have any questions about the course or the summer 
assignment, we can be reached via e-mail (though it may take some time to reply!).   
 
Have an awesome summer and we’ll see you in September! 
 

Ms. Cave (debra.cave@apsva.us)     Ms. Boudalis (diane.boudalis@apsva.us) 


