
AP United States History 2017-2018 

 Yorktown High School  

Welcome to AP US History!  This is a college-level survey course of American History, which is 
designed to prepare students to take and succeed on the national AP exam. The course is aimed at students 
who achieve at a high level, are self-motivated, and who have a serious interest in U.S. History. 

To be ready for the AP exam, which is given during the first two weeks of May, we must cover a 
significant amount of content (from pre-Columbus through the Cold War) in a short amount of time. We 
must also develop analytical skills to interpret historical events and ideas and evaluate the interpretations 
of various historians. Therefore, we will jump into content and assignments the first week of school. 

To help you get a head start before the first week of school, the following assignment is recom-
mended for you to begin over the summer. You will need to obtain a copy of the book by the end of the 
first week of school and have completed the reading and seminar preparation by the end of the 3rd week of 
September. The reading will be in preparation for class discussions and writing assignments during the 
first month of school. 

Before you Read:  

 Consider what you already know about the Constitution and its role in American History. In a 
well-written response, answer the following questions based on your own knowledge—do not conduct 
outside research:  What do you already know about the Constitution? What role has compromise played in 
American history?  Is it mostly positive or negative? What are your impressions about the US Constitu-
tion? 

Reading:  

St. John, Jeffrey, Constitutional Journal: A Correspondent's Report from the Convention of 1787 1987.  
(Published by Jameson Books Inc, ISBN: 0-915463-42-3) 

 You are there, in 1787, at America's constitutional convention, with an "inside story" that reads 
like a modern-day confidential account of the secret proceedings in Philadelphia. Veteran print and 
broadcast reporter St. John reports each day's proceedings, flavoring his dispatches with quotes drawn 
from the correspondence and notes of the delegates. He captures the frustration, conflict, hope and de-
spair of America's Founders during the long, sweltering summer session as the political future of the 
United States hangs in the balance. Appearing daily in major newspapers and broadcast around the 
world during the bicentennial summer of 1987 by the United States Information Agency, is a popular 
narrative history ideal for students and general readers of American history. 

Copies of the book are available at the local library, Amazon, or you may wish to borrow a 
book from a former student. 

Seminar Preparation: As you read you should prepare three questions for a class seminar based on read-
ings covering May 18, 1787 to  May 24, 1787 (and answer your questions in writing with support from 
your reading).  



If you have questions or issues during the summer, feel free to e-mail Mr. Bridwell at 
Kevin.Bridwell@apsva.us. Please be patient as it may take a few days for me to get back to you.  

I have included a “bookmark” to help you better understand the readings: 

 Constitutional Journal Bookmark 
 

Essential Understandings 

Competing forces tend to shape compromise solutions. 

“We the people” as the source of political authority. 
The President is commander-in-chief while Congress has the 

ability to declare war. 

Federal Laws are the supreme law of the land. 

Limited the powers of the federal government to those 

identified in the Constitution. 

Established 3 branches of government in addition to coexistence 

of national and state governments. 

 

Major Conflicts 

Large vs Small States 

North vs South 

State rights vs National powers 

Strength of Executive Branch 

Taxes and Commerce 

 

Articles of Confederation – served as first constitution, but had 

several ailments including unanimous agreement on 

amendments and an inability of the national government to 

collect taxes 

Great Compromise – Also known as the Connecticut 

Compromise, this agreement rectified representation 

requirements for the House and Senate.  

3/5’s Compromise - This agreement allowed slaves to be 

counted as 3/5’s of a person when calculating a state’s 
population for representation in congress. 

Shay’s Rebellion – armed uprising in Massachusetts from 1786 

to 1787 concerning non-payment of taxes and debts. 

Newburgh Conspiracy – potential military coup averted by 

General George Washington in March 1783. 

Tariff – Tax on Exports or Imports 

Republic – A state in which supreme power is held by the people 

and their elected representatives - there is an elected executive 

in this form of government. 

Checks and Balances – Built in regulation of government 

branches over each other.  

 

Miscellaneous Facts 

*Taxes were on average 5 times higher after the Revolution 

than before. 

*Rhode Island vetoed every national tax proposed at the 

Continental Congress 

*Officers of the Continental Army received on average just 20% 

of what was owed to them from the war. 

 

Constitutional Journal Bookmark 
 

Essential Understandings 

Competing forces tend to shape compromise solutions. 

“We the people” as the source of political authority. 

The President is commander-in-chief while Congress has the 

ability to declare war. 

Federal Laws are the supreme law of the land. 

Limited the powers of the federal government to those 

identified in the Constitution. 

Established 3 branches of government in addition to coexistence 

of national and state governments. 

 

Major Conflicts 

Large vs Small States 

North vs South 

State rights vs National powers 

Strength of Executive Branch 

Taxes and Commerce 

 

Articles of Confederation – served as first constitution, but had 

several ailments including unanimous agreement on 

amendments and an inability of the national government to 

collect taxes 

Great Compromise – Also known as the Connecticut 

Compromise, this agreement rectified representation 

requirements for the House and Senate.  

3/5’s Compromise - This agreement allowed slaves to be 

counted as 3/5’s of a person when calculating a state’s 
population for representation in congress. 

Shay’s Rebellion – armed uprising in Massachusetts from 1786 

to 1787 concerning non-payment of taxes and debts. 

Newburgh Conspiracy – potential military coup averted by 

General George Washington in March 1783. 

Tariff – Tax on Exports or Imports 

Republic – A state in which supreme power is held by the people 

and their elected representatives - there is an elected executive 

in this form of government. 

Checks and Balances – Built in regulation of government 

branches over each other.  

 

Miscellaneous Facts 

*Taxes were on average 5 times higher after the Revolution 

than before. 

*Rhode Island vetoed every national tax proposed at the 

Continental Congress 

*Officers of the Continental Army received on average just 20% 

of what was owed to them from the war. 

 

Constitutional Journal Bookmark 
 

Essential Understandings 

Competing forces tend to shape compromise solutions. 

“We the people” as the source of political authority. 
The President is commander-in-chief while Congress has the 

ability to declare war. 

Federal Laws are the supreme law of the land. 

Limited the powers of the federal government to those 

identified in the Constitution. 

Established 3 branches of government in addition to coexistence 

of national and state governments. 

 

Major Conflicts 

Large vs Small States 

North vs South 

State rights vs National powers 

Strength of Executive Branch 

Taxes and Commerce 

 

Articles of Confederation – served as first constitution, but had 

several ailments including unanimous agreement on 

amendments and an inability of the national government to 

collect taxes 

Great Compromise – Also known as the Connecticut 

Compromise, this agreement rectified representation 

requirements for the House and Senate.  

3/5’s Compromise - This agreement allowed slaves to be 

counted as 3/5’s of a person when calculating a state’s 
population for representation in congress. 

Shay’s Rebellion – armed uprising in Massachusetts from 1786 

to 1787 concerning non-payment of taxes and debts. 

Newburgh Conspiracy – potential military coup averted by 

General George Washington in March 1783. 

Tariff – Tax on Exports or Imports 

Republic – A state in which supreme power is held by the people 

and their elected representatives - there is an elected executive 

in this form of government. 

Checks and Balances – Built in regulation of government 

branches over each other.  

 

Miscellaneous Facts 

*Taxes were on average 5 times higher after the Revolution 

than before. 

*Rhode Island vetoed every national tax proposed at the 

Continental Congress 

*Officers of the Continental Army received on average just 20% 

of what was owed to them from the war. 

 

Nationalists Principal Dissenters 
George Washington Elbridge Gerry 
James Madison Edmund Randolph 

Robert Morris George Mason 

Alexander Hamilton Patrick Henry* 

Roger Sherman  
 

James Madison 
Short, sickly, and with a tendency to mumble in his 
speechmaking, the thirty-seven-year old Madison was as 
politically and intellectually astute as he was physically 
unimposing. Through his diligent preparation before the 
convention – embodied most dramatically in the draft of the 
Virginia Plan – he was able to seize the initiative from those 
delegates who arrived at the Convention with only the modest 
goal of “amending” the Articles of Confederation. 

George Washington 
Having agreed to attend the convention only with the greatest 
reluctance, Washington did not miss a single day of the body’s 
proceedings. And although he uttered barely a word during the 
debates, his prestige, dignity, and evenhandedness in presiding 
over the proceedings established him at the Convention – as 
those qualities had in other instances – as America’s 
“indispensable man.” 

Patrick Henry 
Patrick Henry was nominated to attend the Constitutional 
Convention, but refused to attend. He is quoted as saying,” I 
smelt a rat,” which probably was aimed at James Madison. He 
viewed the convention as a nefarious rouse to strip the states of 
their rights while creating a strong national government. Patrick 
Henry was one of the most prominent political figures of the 
time and the governor of Virginia twice. His most famous quote 
is,” Give me liberty, or give me death.” 

Robert Morris 
The “Financier of the American Revolution” was amongst the 
most powerful and influential men in America. He said little on 
the Convention floor, but, as the patron of James Wilson and 
Gouverneur Morris and the host of George Washington during 
the summer, his behind-the-scenes influence was no doubt 
considerable. 
* American ships were greatly affected by piracy without the 
protection of the British Navy. 
*The first country to open trade with the United States was 
China. 
* Of the 55 Convention delegates - 25 owned slaves. 
*Attendance at the convention was spotty – only 30 delegates 
stayed for the full four months. 
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