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“IT DEPENDS” / “IT VARIES”

By the numbers

GPA, SAT, ACT

Holistic review

Specific attributes / qualities that schools are 
looking for

Other factors

Demographic or other factors



#NUMBERS

¡ The middle 50% is a range, specifically the 
range of scores between the 25th percentile 
and the 75th percentile for the given group. 
It’s the “half in the middle” that’s left if you 
throw out the top 25% and the bottom 
25%. Remember those outliers from our 
hypothetical? They’ve conveniently 
disappeared now that we’re just looking at 
the middle 50%.

HTTPS://ADMISSIONS.VANDERBILT.EDU/VANDYBLOGGERS/2015/09/WHAT-IS-THE-MIDDLE-50/

https://admissions.vanderbilt.edu/vandybloggers/2015/09/what-is-the-middle-50/


BY THE #NUMBERS

¡ Decisions about the potential for your 
academic success at UA are based on 
your high-school grade point average, 
high-school course schedule, and 
performance on the ACT and/or SAT 
should students wish to submit a score.

HTTPS://GOBAMA.UA.EDU/STEPS/FRESHMAN-REQ/



VALUES OF THE INSTITUTION- FIT

Tufts Univ

¡ Intellectually Playful.

¡ Kind.

¡ Collaborative.

¡ Civically Engaged.

¡ Globally Minded.

Univ of Georgia

¡ Intellectual Pursuits

¡ Creative Endeavors and Intercultural Experiences

¡ Public Service

¡ Co-curricular Activities

¡ Community Involvement

¡ Leadership and Family Commitments

¡ Integrity and Personal Maturity

HTTPS://ADMISSIONS.TUFTS.EDU/
HTTPS://WWW.ADMISSIONS.UGA.EDU/ADMISSIONS/FIRST-YEAR/

https://admissions.tufts.edu/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/admissions/first-year/


MARYLAND

Holistic Review

¡ Educational Performance

¡ Potential for College Success
¡ Potential to Promote Beneficial Educational 

Outcomes and to Contribute to Campus and 
Community Life

¡ Students’ Persistence and Commitment to 
Educational Success.

26 factors
¡ High school achievement

¡ Grades in academic subjects

¡ Progression of performance

¡ Breadth of life experiences

¡ Geographic origin

¡ Gender

¡ SAT I or ACT scores

¡ Work experience

¡ Recognition of special achievements

¡ Extenuating circumstances

¡ Socio-economic background

¡ Written expression of ideas (as demonstrated in the essay)

¡ Rank in class (actual or percentile)

¡ Extracurricular activities

¡ Special talents or skills

¡ Community involvement

¡ Community service

¡ Demonstrated leadership

¡ Learning differences

¡ Quality of coursework

¡ Residency status

¡ Race

¡ Ethnicity

¡ Family educational background

¡ Academic endeavors outside of the classroom

¡ English as a second language/Language spoken at home



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Powerful Famous



TULANE

• Are self-aware
• Have an interest in hanging with people 

outside their traditional social circles
• Are authentically themselves
• Have connected with teachers, young 

children or others from different 
generations

• Are intrinsically motivated
• Are not afraid to say they do not know 

or they are still learning
• Are genuine and not necessarily well-

rounded
• Are balanced
• Are curious

HTTP://TUADMISSIONJEFF.BLOGSPOT.COM/2020/09/WHAT-ARE-YOU-LOOKING-FOR-IN-APPLICANT.HTML



CHICAGO’S ESSAYS

• Question 1 (Required)
How does the University of Chicago, as you know it now, satisfy your desire for a particular kind of learning, community, and future? Please address with 
some specificity your own wishes and how they relate to UChicago.

• Who does Sally sell her seashells to? How much wood can a woodchuck really chuck if a woodchuck could chuck wood? Pick a favorite tongue 
twister (either originally in English or translated from another language) and consider a resolution to its conundrum using the method of your 
choice. Math, philosophy, linguistics... it's all up to you (or your woodchuck).
—Inspired by Blessing Nnate, Class of 2024

• What can actually be divided by zero?
—Inspired by Mai Vu, Class of 2024

• "Do you feel lucky? Well, do ya, punk?" - Eleanor Roosevelt. Misattribute a famous quote and explore the implications of doing so.
—Inspired by Chris Davey, AB’13

• Subway maps, evolutionary trees, Lewis diagrams. Each of these schematics tells the relationships and stories of their component parts. Reimagine a 
map, diagram, or chart. If your work is largely or exclusively visual, please include a cartographer's key of at least 300 words to help us best 
understand your creation.
—Inspired by Maximilian Site, Class of 2020

HTTPS://COLLEGEADMISSIONS.UCHICAGO.EDU/APPLY/UCHICAGO-SUPPLEMENTAL-ESSAY-QUESTIONS



ESSAYS, INTERVIEWS, ETC. 

¡ Your “mundane” day-to-day experience may not 
seem interesting to you- It can be extraordinary to 
us. 

¡ Fit is a two-way street. 

¡ Being your genuine and authentic version of yourself 
is the absolute best way to ensure that you end up at 
a school is that is a good fit for you (or at least not a 
bad fit).  

HTTPS://FS.BLOG/2012/04/DAVID-FOSTER-WALLACE-THIS-IS-WATER/



OK, BUT WHAT MATTERS MOST?

§ It is going to depend on the school
§ All of us will want to see challenging courses
§ All of us will want to see good grades
§ After that:

§ Test scores may matter for some schools
§ Cocurricular involvement will matter to some
§ Community involvement will matter to some
§ Work will matter to some
§ Your level of interest will matter to some
§ Your creativity (and writing) will matter to some
§ Your demographics will matter to some

§ There is not a magic formula. 


