
Preview the 2021 
Digital AP Exams 
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Before Exam Day: Download the App

Arlington Public Schools students 

will download the AP Exam app 

through the APS app catalogue 

on their MacBooks.  Please go to 

the following link for instructions:

http://bit.ly/apsexamapp

1.Open the APS App Catalog found on your 

dock near the trash can.

2.Click the Install button next to the application 

labeled 2021 AP Exam App and confirm the 

install then wait 5-10 minutes.

Note

If after 5-10 minutes the application 

hasn’t loaded, click the triangular icon 

next to Global Protect in the toolbar at 

the top of your screen. From that drop 

down, click Sync Now. This forces the 

device to connect to APS servers and 

install any waiting applications. Once 

you’ve clicked Sync Now, click the 

triangular icon again and you should see 

Executing Products.

3. Once the application has been installed, it will 

open automatically.

http://bit.ly/apsexamapp
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Before Exam Day: Log In 

You’ll need your College Board 

username and password to use 

the app. 

If you check Remember Me, 

you won’t need to log in each 

time you return. 



4

3 Days Before Test Day: Complete Exam Setup

3 days before your test, you’ll 

run through exam setup in the 

app where you’ll confirm some 

information about yourself and 

your device. 

You must complete exam 

setup for every digital AP 

Exam you take, and it’s critical 

that you complete this step 

before test day. 
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Exam Set-up

You will be asked to do the following for EACH EXAM: during set-up:

• Review and accept exam terms and conditions
• Confirm your personal information
• Check device requirements
• Provide permission to reuse
• Review the exam day checklist
• Watch a quick video
• Wait for the exam to download

Remember that the device you download the app on and do the exam set-
up is the device you must use to take the exam.
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Exam Set-up Calendar (available after presentation)
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30 Minutes Before Your Exam: Check In

30 minutes before your exam’s 

start time, you’ll launch the app 

and check in for your exam. 

You’ll review some privacy 

policies, type a security 

statement, and get ready to test. 

It’s important that you check in on 

time. You won’t be able to check 

in once your exam starts.
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Lockdown Mode

Right before the exam begins, the 

app will lock your device. You’ll 

need to close all other applications 

before testing begins. 
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Digital Exams Start Automatically

If you finish check-in before 

your exam’s start time, you’ll 

see a timer counting down. 

When time expires, the exam 

will start automatically.
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Testing Toolbar: Directions 

At the top left of every testing 

screen, you can access general 

exam directions as well as 

section-specific directions.
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Students with extended time will 
automatically see the correct 
amount of time based on their 

accommodation

Testing Toolbar: Timer
During the exam, a timer will 

count down the time remaining 

for each section. 

You can hide the timer, except 

during the last 5 minutes of a 

section. 

Once time expires on the last 

section of the exam, your 

answers will be submitted 

automatically.
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Testing Toolbar: Annotate

You can highlight any part of a 

passage or question that you 

might want to return to or leave 

yourself a note to organize your 

thoughts.
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Testing Toolbar: Reference Sheet

In most STEM courses, you’ll 

have access to a reference 

sheet with commonly used 

formulas.

If your AP Exam requires or 

allows calculators, you must 

bring your own.
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Testing Toolbar: Zoom and Expand 

You can Zoom In and Zoom 

Out to get a closer look at any 

part of a question. You can find 

the Zoom In/Out buttons under 

More.  

You can also make one side of 

the screen bigger than the 

other with the Expand Left or 

Expand Right controls. 
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Testing Toolbar: Help 

On every screen, you have 

access to a Help page where 

you can view frequently asked 

questions.
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Multiple-Choice Questions

Most AP Exams are a 

combination of multiple-choice 

and free-response questions. 

Some multiple-choice 

questions are centered on the 

screen while others have 

stimulus content on the left, 

and questions and answers on 

the right.
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Multiple-Choice Questions: No Going Back

On multiple-choice questions, 

you won’t be able to move back 

and forth between questions or 

return to questions you’ve 

already answered. 

Remember: there’s no penalty 

for guessing.
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Breaks Between Sections

Between sections, you’ll have a 

break. A timer will let you know 

when the next section starts. 

Just like at the beginning of the 

exam, when the time expires, 

the exam will resume 

automatically.

All exams will have a 20-minute 

break between Section 1 and 

Section 2 for all exams.

A pause button will be 
available for students with 
accommodations for breaks.
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Free-Response Questions 

On free-response questions, 

you’ll type directly into the app, 

and all your work will be saved 

automatically. Any special 

characters you need are 

available in the text editor.

There are no files to upload, 

and you won’t submit any 

handwritten work.    
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Source Documents
Students taking one of these 
exams (English Language, 
European History, US History, 
World History, or Seminar) will 
have free-response questions 
that include multiple sources or 
documents within the app.

On longer questions, you may 
need to scroll down on the left 
side of the screen. Make sure 
you open each source or 
document.
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Free-Response Questions: No Going Back

Once you move on from any 

free-response question, you 

cannot go back to it.

But on free-response questions 

that have more than 1 part, you 

can go back and forth between 

parts until you’re done working 

on the entire question.



22

After Your Exam: Answer Submission

When testing time expires, the 

app will end the exam and your 

completed answers will be 

submitted automatically. 

Do not exit the app until you 

see a “congratulations” 

message, confirming that we 

received your answers.
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After Your Exam: Answer Submission Complete

When you see this screen, you’re 

all set! 

Check AP Students to see when 

your results will be posted. 

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/
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After Your Exam: Answer Submission Incomplete

If your internet connection 

drops at the end of the test, 

we’ll show you some 

immediate steps that you’ll 

take to complete your answer 

submission.

If you run into an issue you 

can’t recover from, you can go 

to My AP to request a makeup. 

https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
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Next Steps

In early April, AP students will 

be able to download the app 

and start practicing. 

You’ll need your College Board 

username and password to use 

the exam app, so make sure 

you have that info handy.

Good luck on your 2021 digital 

AP Exam!

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/digital-ap-exams/four-steps-before-test/download-install-app


Things to Remember:
BEFORE EXAM DAY
• Download the AP Testing app through the APS catalogue app
• Complete the Exam App Demo and Digital Practice for each exam
• Highlight each of your exams on the Set-up Calendar to be sure to 

meet the 1-3 day set-up deadline before EACH exam

ON EXAM DAY
• Must check-in 30 minutes before your exam  (11:30 a.m. or 3:30 p.m.)

• Cannot return to questions once answered
• No penalty for guessing
• If submission issue, follow directions and don’t panic
• Call College Board if cannot submit after 24 hours



Questions from Chat…

Best Wishes on Your Exams!

NEXT STEPS
• Reach out to your AP Coordinator if you have additional 

questions
• Watch for email or check website for Set-Up Calendar
• Will send/post FAQs document if we see questions that we 

have not answered


