
Dear YHS Seniors and Parents/Guardians, 
 

As you may have heard, at Monday night’s PTA meeting, we followed up on our 
discussions at previous PTA meetings (June, September, February), announcing that, 
with PTA Board approval, we have finalized our selection of the State Theatre for 
this year’s PTA Graduation Party! (Parents/guardians heard from Dr. Clark on March 
3 that we were working on location selection and would let you know soon; and Seniors 
heard we were choosing State Theatre during the live feed on March 7.)   
 
We are excited about this venue – please read on for details. We are in the process of 
planning a very enjoyable evening, which will include music/dancing, snacks, casino 
tables, airbrush tattoos, and other activities TBD.  We were pleased to receive 
enthusiastic approval from Yorktown’s Senior Class officers for our plan with the State 
Theatre, and will welcome further input from all of our seniors if there are any other 
activities that they would like to have at their special night! 
 

We are still working out the details of the timing of the event. The State Theatre 
generally closes at midnight, but they are working to determine whether we can go 
beyond that to have the end time closer to what it was on the boat, for those who wish 
to be out that late.  
 

Students’ safety is our number one priority, and the Graduation Party Planning 
Committee has discussed and will continue to discuss options to ensure that it is also a 
safe evening for all. The State Theatre has their own experienced security team, which 
will help us to staff the entry points to the event; we will also be asking for parent 
volunteers to help in this endeavor. In working with the State Theatre, we have come up 
with the following plan and will likely be adding to it in the coming weeks: 

• No illegal drinking or drugs will be allowed at the event. The State Theatre’s 
security has experience in enforcing this and we will have our parent chaperones 
enforcing this as well. 

• Students will not be allowed to re-enter the building once they have left. 
• Students are strongly encouraged to get rides to the event. The State 

Theatre will have a carpool loop in their parking lot right next to the building and 
our plan is to have parent volunteers escort students leaving the event to their 
rides to ensure that they are picked up safely. 

• COVID safety:  in the event of another variant and increase in cases, the State 
Theatre has an outdoor party plan and capacity, which would allow us to be far 
more able to hold the whole event. 

 

Many more details will be available soon and we plan to start selling tickets shortly after 
Spring Break. 
 

Why the change in Venue? 

 

We understand that holding the graduation party on the boat has been a Yorktown 
tradition through 2019; however, most graduates did not attend the party because of 



cost, the late departure and arrival of the boat, and the inability to leave once the boat is 
unmoored. To be specific, the planned schedule for the 2020 Boat Party was as follows: 
students would have checked-in at Yorktown at 9pm; buses would have left the school 
at 10pm; the students would have a two-hour timeframe on the boat from 11:30-1:30; 
and then return travel, arriving at Yorktown at 2:30am.  A previous working group on the 
boat party found it was not the most popular option for kids and parents, and this was 
based partially on clear survey preferences for a land-based venue, both from 
parents/guardians and students, including this year’s Senior Class students and 
parents/guardians. The current party committee also researched options: because of 
this extensive prior research and because of uncertainties with Covid, we concluded 
that the State Theatre would be an optimal location this year.   
 

The Graduation Party Committee has been providing updates for the past few 
months to the PTA on the proposed change, which the vast majority of parents 
have agreed to, because of the following factors: 
 

Covid is still a concern: The State Theatre has a full outdoor contingency plan should 
we find ourselves in another Covid Wave; the boat is only partially outdoors and if there 
is rain, the party would need to be held in their fully indoor lower decks. At the State 
Theatre, there will be an option to be entirely outdoors, with tents if needed. Given that 
there is still a five-day quarantine requirement for those testing positive for Covid, we 
would not want to ruin any family’s post-graduation travel plans, if there should be a 
Covid outbreak resulting from the indoor activities on the boat.  
 

Lower cost: Because the rental of the State Theatre is significantly less than the rental 
of the boat, we will be able to keep ticket prices in the $10-20 range (depending on how 
much fundraising we are able to do), whereas ticket prices for the boat have historically 
been in the $60-70 range, even with fundraising. We hope that this will allow for the 
party to be much more inclusive and appealing to students given that they will have just 
had expenses of prom and other graduation related activities.  
 

Historical information and survey: Based on records of attendance at the boat party 
over the past several years, it appears that only about 40-50% of the class attends the 
party. A survey of parents and students of all grade levels (including our current seniors 
and their parents/guardians), completed during the 2019-2020 school year, indicated 
that there was a preference for a land-based venue over the boat.  
 

Weather:  In previous years, some graduates have suffered from motion sicknesses 
during bad weather, and of course, we would have no option to change the date if bad 
weather were to occur. We are also concerned that any poor weather would force the 
kids into a smaller area of the boat, which would intensify covid concerns.  
 

Welcoming hosts:  The State Theatre wants our business–they have been responsive 
and accommodating. The Boat Company has shown a lack of interest in hosting this 
boat party:  they did not return multiple calls and emails over a two-month period in the 
Fall, and when we finally reached them after those many attempts, they told us that a 



new company had bought the business, and they would be raising their prices to an 
extent that erases all of our deposit from 2019-20, plus much of the “discount” they 
offered when they insisted on keeping that deposit despite the “Act of God” clause in 
our contract.  Then, it became clear this year that they were not very interested in 
honoring the previous agreement and having us back, and we could envision how 
difficult it might be to work with them over this year, and to get responses from them 
when we needed them.  As volunteers, we have limited bandwidth, with the need also to 
work on all other aspects of the party, in addition to location. We were concerned that 
we would not have time to constantly engage with the boat company when they had not 
been responsive. The PTA Board approved our considering other venues, and then 
choosing one of them. 
 
Great location, near Yorktown:  The bus rides (and the expense of paying for the 
buses) are eliminated with this plan, allowing students to be dropped off at the party 
venue; some can even walk.  Instead of half of the party time being devoted to travel to 
and from the boat dock, our students will be able to have a longer party, nearer to 
home, and will spare their parents the 2:30-3:00am pick-up time of previous years. The 
State Theatre will have a drop-off/pick-up oval next to the building for your convenience. 
 

Lack of volunteers: The boat party has been very difficult to staff with volunteers in 
past years; we believe the ability to offer parents a more reasonable shift (1-2 hours) at 
a more reasonable time (9:00pm to12:00am vs. 9:00pm to 3:00am) will allow us to fill 
the volunteer roster far more easily.  Even if we extend the party time to 1:00 or 2:00am, 
the volunteer options remain more appealing to most parents. In addition, we have 
feedback from teachers stating that they will also be more likely to attend the event at a 
venue such as the State Theatre. 
 
If you are interested in further information about the venue change, please see the 
Graduation Party Venue Selection Power Point Presentation for more details. 
 

We will make this a fun and safe party for the Class of 2022! They have endured so 
much over the past two years, and we look forward to working with all our parents and 
students to make this a special evening. We will need many parent volunteers to help 
us keep our seniors safe and ensure this event is fun and exciting, so please keep an 
eye out for sign-ups and consider volunteering to help make this a successful event! 
 

Your Graduation Party Co-Chairs, 
Berrin Ozbilgin, Amber Kresse, and Debbie McCrery 
 
And 
YHS PTA Board 
Dana Milburn, Kate Sheehey, Katrina Brubaker, Christine Shelly, Dan Sennott, and 
Julie Halferty 
 

https://www.yhspta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Graduation-Party-Presentation-to-PTA-3.14.22-Final.pdf

